Reversible cerebral perfusion abnormalities associated with cyclosporine therapy in orthotopic liver transplantation.
A 60-yr-old woman experienced several episodes of generalized seizures following 2 wk of immunosuppressive therapy with cyclosporine for orthotopic liver transplantation. CT showed low density in the white matter of the parieto-occipital lobes. A 99mTc-HMPAO brain SPECT showed diminished perfusion in the parieto-occipital cortex bilaterally. Although the cyclosporine was discontinued, the patient's neurologic status initially worsened and then improved over the next several days. Repeat perfusion brain SPECT showed resolution of most of the perfusion abnormalities, while repeat CT showed persistent white matter changes in the parieto-occipital lobes. We report the presence of reversible cortical perfusion abnormalities in conjunction with cyclosporine therapy. The findings suggest that perfusion brain SPECT may be a sensitive monitor of cyclosporine-induced neurotoxicity.